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Graduate Residency Marks Start of Fall Semester
Leadership Studies Students Gather on Campus to Meet and Greet

The Leadership Studies Department of the School of Graduate 
and Professional Studies hosted the Fall 2011 residency on 
Aug. 25-27 for the now 48 students participating in the Master 
of Science in Transformative Leadership (MSTL) program.   

The residency was a remarkable mix of classes, workshops, 
technology, research orientation sessions and even a tour of Dr. 
Mary McLeod Bethune’s home. Marking the beginning of the 
fall semester, the residency included instruction in leadership, 
ethics, research practices and civic engagement. Additionally, 
the residency featured two keynote speakers - Bethune-
Cookman’s Donovan Wells, director of bands, and Florida 
State District 27 Rep. Dwayne Taylor. Both speakers focused 
on practical leadership in different situations, offering great 
insights from years of successful life experiences.  

During his talk, Rep. Taylor shared his commitment with the 
group: “The MSTL program is on the cutting-edge of preparing 
professionals in the workplace and I will fully embrace and 
support the program.”

MSTL students started the process of organizing an on-
campus graduate student association.  The newly elected 
officers who will foster the development and approval of the 
association include Crystal Quinn, president; Marcus McCoy, 
vice president; Darryl Stinson, treasurer; Arlean Timmons, 
secretary; and Maleta Wilson, parliamentarian.

Student leadership was further highlighted in the opening 
session when students Darius Kelley and Ashley Jennings 
offered insights about how the Transformative Leadership 
program has enlightened and furthered their own leadership 
skills. Kelley spoke about emotional intelligence and how using 
that skill helped him to be successful in his current position of 
Senior Manager at FedEx.   

 “MSTL helped me to more effectively lead my management 
team and other employees to a level of performance they had 
not previously seen,” he said. 

Jennings shared how the MSTL program has been 
instrumental in her success as a student and a leader in the 
organizations in which she is involved. 

“Skills emphasized in MSTL are proving to be of enormous 
benefit,” says Jennings. She currently serves on the Board of 

Directors of Gamma Sigma National Service Sorority and was 
recently re-elected to serve as district director for the 2011-
2013 Biennium.

The MSTL program, now nearly four years old, focuses on 
a distinctive approach to organizational and social value-
centered problem solving and change. It emphasizes one’s head 
and heart as leaders engage problems in their own contexts 
and circumstances.  More than 45 transformative leaders have 
graduated from the program and have gone on to greater levels 
of success.  

Applications are now being accepted for 2012. The Spring 2012 
deadline is Nov. 15, Summer 2012 is April 13 and Fall 2012 
is July 27.  For more information please contact Sonja Lewis 
Lucas at 386-481-2344.



Nice work, Wildcats!

Spotlight

Thank you, DEX Imaging
B-CU’s 2011 football season kicked off 
to quite a powerful start last weekend 
with the Wildcats’ 63-14 romp over 
Prairie View A&M in the MEAC/
SWAC Challenge before 17,337 people 
at the Florida Citrus Bowl. 

University of Maryland transfer 
and current B-CU graduate student 
Jamarr Robinson took on the starting 
quarterback role following a last 
minute-decision made by Head 
Coach Brian Jenkins. The choice 
proved to be a good one: Robinson 
was chosen as the MEAC/
SWAC Challenge MVP for his performance – he rushed for two 
touchdowns and threw for another as B-CU stormed out to a 42-7 
lead at halftime, matching the school record for most points in two 
quarters.

Jenkins stated that the decision of who would be his starting 
quarterback was a tough one and didn’t finalize until the wee hours 
of Sunday morning. The Wildcats made it look like a no-brainer.

“It was a tight battle up to the very end,” said Jenkins about who 
would replace Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference Offensive Player of 
The Year Matt Johnson. “We’re still confident with the other guys, but 
we felt that Jamarr should be the guy.”

Meanwhile, the Wildcats have started their climb to the top of the 
mountain as the wide margin of victory moved B-CU up in the 
national rankings. B-CU rose in both major FCS polls this week, 
moving to number 25 in The Sports Network poll, replacing South 
Carolina State, while in the HBCU polls the Wildcats remain in 
the number one spot for Box to Row Coaches and Media, and the 
Heritage Sports Radio Network.

All honors aside, the Wildcats now turn their focus to one of the 
biggest games of the season, facing off with South Carolina State, 4 
p.m. Saturday at Municipal Stadium, in a game that could have huge 
conference implications, as the two 2010 MEAC Co-Champions take 
the field.

Before the game, join your Wildcat team in their Legacy Walk:

At a recent executive committee meeting of the B-CU board of trustees, 
DEX Imaging presented the University with a check for $100,000. The 
gift from DEX, which has been a generous supporter of the university 
for the last decade, will support the University’s plans for a sports 
arena, which is anticipated to be built in the next five years. A new, 
larger, multi-use arena would give student-athletes upgraded basketball 
facilities and be used for other athletic and non-athletic events. B-CU 
now uses the Moore Gymnasium for this purpose, which was built in 
the early 1950s and has reached its limit on renovations. A competitive 
campus environment plays a critical role in attracting students, coaches, 
faculty and staff to our institution. For ways you can give, please contact 
B-CU Institutional Advancement at (386) 481-2960. 

Jenkins, left, and Robinson

The Legacy Walk begins at 2 p.m. on the far north aisle of the 
Municipal Stadium west parking lot. Arrive at 1:45 and watch 
the fans rush over when the team bus pulls up.

If you are one of the few Americans not 
watching the national premier of Monday Night 
Football on Sept. 12, you may want to add it to 
your schedule – if only for a minute or so. 

During Monday’s half-hour pre-game show, 
the 46 members of the B-CU Marching 
Wildcats’ percussion section will be showing 
their Wildcat pride in an ESPN commercial 
promoting the game between the Miami 
Dolphins and the New England Patriots.  

The band will be split evenly, half dressed in Dolphins gear, the other half 
dressed as Pats and doing what they do best  – making music.

The commercial is being filmed on the B-CU campus in the University’s 
state-of-the-art band room, deemed by the production crew as a perfect 
site for a commercial shoot. 

Among their long list of recent accomplishments, the band has been 
featured on the “Ellen DeGeneres Show,” the movie “Drumline,” a national 
Cadillac commercial and Super Bowl and Pro Bowl halftime shows 

“We consider ourselves blessed,” said Band Director Donovan Wells 
from his office this week. “We are always ready and we always answer the 
phone. It’s the kids that go out there and do a great job that draws a lot of 
attention.” 

In addition to the exciting commercial opportunity, the entire Marching 
Wildcats band will be performing in the Jacksonville Jaguars halftime show 
on Oct. 2 and then in the nationally-televised Monday Night Football game 
in Tampa Bay on Oct. 3. 

Wells


