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Rev. Al Sharpton Addresses Campus Summit 

Last week, B-CU hosted the First Annual 
National Summit of the Black Males in Higher 
Education Think Tank, which featured civil 
rights activist, the Rev. Al Sharpton, and B-CU 
Chairman Larry R. Handfield, Esq. (pictured 
above)

Joining a variety of community leaders along 
with B-CU students and administration, 
Sharpton addressed the young, Black males 
in the Performing Arts Center, about finding 
success in life. He shared personal examples of 
growth and development while impressing upon 
them the need to believe in themselves before 
anyone else will believe in them. 

“You have to be the founding member of your 
own fan club,” he said. “No one is going to do 
more for you than you would do for yourself.”

Dr. Handfield shared his personal story of 
growing up in Miami and credited the power 
of education in finding success in spite of his 
upbringing: “If I can do it, you truly have no 
excuse,” he said. 

The event featured several sessions with speakers 
from local law enforcement, academic and 
minority groups and covered areas such as 
education and employment, conflict resolution, 
leadership and self-esteem.

The Black Males in Higher Education Think 
Tank (BMTT) is a campus organization that 
was formed several years ago to bring together 
Black male students who face challenges in 
finding success on campus because of their 
difficult backgrounds and upbringings. B-CU 
students who founded the group had no parental 
figures in their lives, had parents who had been 
incarcerated, and had even been homeless. 

The participating students are required to have 
a high GPAs, perform community service, have 
no disciplinary sanctions and be registered 
voters. Since the BMTT began, more than 90% 
of its members have graduated.

 

The B-CU Associate Trustees, in partnership 
with the B-CU National Alumni Association, 
hosted the First Annual Alumni Day 
of Service last week, personifying civic 
engagement and social responsibility on the 
B-CU campus.  

Designed to enlighten and prepare students 
at the University for real-life professional 
experiences, the event allowed the alumni to 
mentor students and share their backgrounds 
from various professional fields.

The two-day program kicked off with a 
Presidential Reception during which President 
Reed gave a “State of our University” address 
and introduced her Executive Cabinet and the 
academic deans from each school.  

Gerald B. Yancey, vice chair of the Associate 
Trustees and committee chair for this event, 
was pleased with its success. 

“Our founder left us a charge in her Last Will 
and Testament when she said, ‘Finally, I leave 
you a responsibility for youth’ and that’s also 
the alumni’s commitment. It is a commitment 

to serve,” Yancey said. “We are exceptionally 
pleased with the alumni’s participation in 
the first Alumni Day of Service where those 
participating represented a cross-section of 
graduating classes going as far back as 1953 
to as recently as 1994. We are looking forward 
to next year being even bigger and better.”

“On this day, ‘alumni walked the talk,’ 
promoting the legacy of our beloved founder, 
“Enter to Learn-Depart to Serve,” said Trustee 
Ray Brinson, president of the National 
Alumni Association. “On a scale of 1 to 
10 with 10 the highest, “I’d give the day a 
resounding 10!”

ALUMNI MENTOR STUDENTS FOR 
DAY OF SERVICE
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SAVE THE DATE: 
NATIONAL ALUMNI 
CONVENTION
Mark your calendars for the 43rd National Alumni 
Association Convention from June 16-19 at the 
Sheraton Nassau Beach Resort in Nassau, Bahamas. 
Visit www.bcu-naa.com/alumniconvention.html.

SAVE THE DATE:
SPRING FOOTBALL GAME
Mark your calendars for April 16 to check 
out the 2011 B-CU Wildcat Football program 
in the Spring Football Game. Location to be 
announced next week! 



B-CU Earns Accreditations

ROC THE MIC SPEAKER  SERIES  
ENGAGES  STUDENTS
B-CU’s “Roc the Mic” speaker series launched this spring with excellent turnouts and 
enthusiasm from across campus and beyond.

Dr. Dwaun Warmack, B-CU’s vice president for student affairs, created the series 
to introduce B-CU students to prominent scholars from civic, social, educational 
and other sectors representing society and culture.

“It’s imperative that students are able to engage in dialogue on all levels,” notes 
Warmack. “Many of these speakers have life experiences similar to students in 
our population and exposure to these notable scholars and their journeys is a 
priceless opportunity for them.”

Dr. Cornel West, (pictured top, left with students) well-known American civil 
rights activist and author who currently teaches at Princeton University’s Center 
for African American Studies, drew the largest crowd at the Performing Arts 
Center, for which guests drove from as far away as South Florida. 

The campus community has also turned out to see Ephron Taylor, an 
entrepreneur and author who is the youngest ever African American CEO of a 
publicly traded company, and Marshawn Evans (pictured top, right) a former 
contestant on “The Apprentice” television series. 

Trustee Johnny McCray, 
Jr., Esq., (‘78) received the 
Distinguished Alumni Award 
at the 2011 MEAC Basketball 
Tournament.

SPOTLIGHTS

Jerrica M. Lee (‘09), left, 
received the UNCF National 
Alumni Council 2011 Young 
Alumni Award and Mrs. Lee 
Bryan (‘64) received the 2011 
Outstanding Alumni Award. 

B-CU Head Basketball Coach 
Clifford Reed (‘91) and his 
son CJ, a B-CU junior, were 
recently honored as 2011 
MEAC Coach of the Year and 
MEAC Player of the Year.  
This is the first time in MEAC 
history a father and son have 
received this honor in the 
same year.  Here are more 
of their recent outstanding 
accomplishments: 

Campus Builds Momentum for Home 
Depot Competition
B-CU is vying for the top spot to earn the 
major grant award of $50,000 in the 2011 
Home Depot Retool Your School Campus 
Improvement Program. The winner will 
be selected based on grant proposals 
and the number of votes at http://www.
retoolyourschool.com/vote-now.aspx. 

This year, B-CU is competing to win the major grant to update the Parlin Student 
Center. A $10,000 minor grant award would be used to create walking paths and 
the extension of sidewalks in areas of heavy foot traffic on campus. The Wildcats 
recently moved from the 17th to 2nd position. Please VOTE TODAY to show your 
Wildcat Pride and take us to the top! 

B-CU is still flying high after receiving multiple reaffirmations of accreditation 
for the institution. Most recently, the University received news of approval by the 
Commission on Colleges - Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) 
for a new Master of Science degree in Integrated Environmental Science. The 
program launches this summer. 

The institution also recently received reaffirmation of accreditation by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) Commission on Colleges, 
which did not find any standards that the university did not meet. This places 
B-CU in a category with only two percent of other schools who receive this level 
of reaffirmation.

The School of Nursing was recently granted reaccreditation by the National 
League for Nursing Accrediting Commission and the hospitality program in the 
School of Business was granted  reaccreditation by the Accreditation Commission 
for Programs in Hospitality Administration. 

CJ REED
•	 Started 32 of 33 games and 

registered double-figures in 
30 of 31 games

•	 Led MEAC in scoring first 
10 weeks of season, lost lead 
after scoring 6 points against 
Delaware State, but regained 
lead two weeks later. That 
game against DSU was his 
only non-double figure 
game, but he did game-
winning free throws with 
seven seconds remaining

•	 Also hit game-winning free 
throws at South Carolina 
State 

•	 Registered his first career-
double with 34/10 against 
Coppin State, both points 
and rebounds marked 
career-highs

Wildcat Basketball:
Our Father/Son Power Team

COACH REED
•	 2010-2011 NABC District 

Coach of the Year
•	 2010-2011 finalist for Hugh 

Durham and Ben Jobe 
National Awards

•	 Improved to 18-6 lifetime 
against FAMU with season 
sweep of Rattlers

•	 Dished out seven assists in 
both MEAC tournament 
games

•	 Had a 31-point game against 
Hampton 2/19 included 13 
in OT, the three-pointer with 
3.6 seconds left that sent the 
game in 2 OT and the game-
winning buzzer beater

•	 Made all 13 FT attempts at 
Jacksonville, one of nation’s 
top single-game efforts at the 
line in Division I

•	 Named MEAC Player Of 
The Week, 2/21. Finished 
the regular season scoring 
20 points or more in final six 
games

•	 Became B-CU’s all-time 
assist leader midway through 
the season.

•	 Coached team to nine 
wins decided by four 
points or less

•	 Earned three consecutive 
winning seasons.


