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President Trudie Kibbe Reed has been awarded one of 
the highest honors from the National Action Network, 
the prestigious Power Award.

The Harlem, N.Y.-based social justice organization 
founded by Rev. Al Sharpton, one of the nation’s 
foremost civil rights leaders, presented Dr. Reed 
with the honor during its recent 20th anniversary 
convention. Dr. Reed was also lauded for her 
leadership, vision, her work in education and working 
with young people.

“Dr. Reed is a leader who is bringing the legacy of Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune 
into this century,” Rev. Sharpton said. “She has been a cutting-edge visionary. 
She is taking Dr. McLeod’s principles and transforming them into policies that 
are needed today to help our young people become productive citizens and 
future leaders both in their communities and globally.”  

“She is the first woman to be elected president of the institution since Dr. 
Mary McLeod Bethune,” added Kelli Coleman, vice president for business 
development for Global Hue, who made the introduction during the well-
attended event. “She is deserving of the award, because she is a true visionary 
and transformative leader.”

About the honor, Dr. Reed said: “I am honored and humbled by the recognition 
as we all jointly find ways to build an intergenerational pipeline to continue the 
leadership that is necessary to give voice to many citizens.”

Dr. Reed Honored

TENTATIVE ITINERARY OF EVENTS:
Thursday, June 16, 2011

Noon - 2 p.m. 
B-CU/NAA 
Presidential Luncheon 
Keynote Speaker 
Dr. Trudie Kibbe Reed 
Presenting the State of the 
University Address 
Attire: Business Casual

6 - 9 p.m.
Welcome Reception 
The “Welcome to the 
Bahamas” reception features 
hors d’oeuvres and Junkanoo 
music and the opportunity to 
connect with fellow Alumni and 
local and state  elected officials. 
Attire: Business Casual

Friday, June 17, 2011

8:15 - 10 a.m. 
Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune 
Corporate Breakfast 
Attire: Business Casual

7:30 p.m. - midnight 
Ms. Alumni 
Coronation & Ball 
Featuring the Crowning of Ms. 
Bethune-Cookman University 
National Alumni Association 
2011-2012
Attire: Formal

Saturday, June 18, 2011

8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
B-CU/NAA Celebrity Golf 
Tournament 
Attire: B-CU Flair

Noon - 5 p.m. 
Bahamian Wildcat Outing 
Reconnect and catch up with 
fellow alumni in a laid back 
Wildcat atmosphere 
Attire: B-CU Flair 

7 p.m. - midnight 
Alumni Awards Banquet 
& 43rd Anniversary Celebration 
Highlights alumni chapter 
achievements over the past year
Attire: Tropical Flare preferred

Sunday, June 20, 2011 
9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service, Necrology 
Ceremony & Closing 
Let’s fellowship together 
before we depart 
Attire: White

The Nassau, Bahamas Alumni Chapter of the Bethune-Cookman University National Alumni Association will host the 43rd Annual National Alumni 
Convention June 16 - 19, 2011 at the world class Sheraton Nassau Beach Resort in beautiful Nassau, Bahamas. The convention promises to be a spectacular 
showing of alumni pride, progress and perseverance. Click here for registration forms and for more information, visit www.bcu-naa.com. 

“Wildcats, It’s Better in the Bahamas” Alumni Convention in June

B-CU to Award Three Honorary 
Degrees at  2011 Commencement

B-CU will award three distinguished recipients at this year’s 
commencement ceremony on Thursday, May 5 at 10 a.m. at the Ocean 
Center in Daytona Beach. 

Rev. Al Sharpton, who will give the commencement address, is set to 
receive an honorary Doctorate of Divinity degree. 

Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune, whose first honorary doctorate came from 
Rollins College in 1949, will posthumously receive a Doctorate of 
Human Letters degree. Her grandson, Albert Bethune, will accept the 
degree on her behalf. 

Dr. Jacob F. Bryan, a business leader and B-CU trustee will receive an 
honorary Doctorate of Finance degree as recognition for his combined 
24 years of service to the B-CU board of trustees. 

http://www.bcu-naa.com/2011%20BCU%20NAA%20REGISTRATION.pdf
http://www.bcu-naa.com


SPOTLIGHTS

Daytona Beach Mayor Glenn Ritchey reads a proclamation honoring the 
B-CU men’s basketball team at the April 20 Daytona Beach City Commission 
meeting. The Wildcats were recognized not only for their Mid-Eastern Athletic 
Conference regular season championship and National Invitation Tournament 
post-season appearance, but for being ambassadors for the city during their 
travels throughout the season.

Collins Appreciates 
His B-CU Fan Base In 
Return To Campus
Packer Super Bowl Hero Hosts Celebrity Game 

Every time Nick Collins makes a big play, there’s 
probably 70,000 or so fans in the stadium letting 
the Green Bay Packer All Pro Safety know they 
appreciate his efforts.

And then there’s the response from his proud 
B-CU fan base that got a little excited during the 
last Super Bowl.... Who are we kidding? We went 
ballistic.

You thought Landon Donovan’s goal in last summer’s World Cup triggered a 
national celebration? Same thing happened when Collins scored a touchdown 
on that 37-yard interception in the Packers’ victory over the Pittsburgh Steelers 
back in February. 

As soon as Collins crossed the goal line, anyone and everyone vaguely familiar 
with B-CU football was celebrating - including B-CU President Trudie Kibbe 
Reed - at their respective viewing sites and then proceeded to blow up the social 
media sites with posts of pride about Collins becoming the first former Wildcat 
to score on a Super Bowl Sunday.

Though now a national figure after being named to three Pro Bowls and 
winning the big game, Collins appreciates the continued support from the 
Wildcat family. That’s one of the reason Collins and Atlanta Falcons All-Pro 
kick returner Eric Weems, who has also delivered some moments of pride for 
Wildcats with the longest kickoff return in NFL post-season history, keep close 
ties with B-CU and the football program.

“I heard that everybody was going crazy and everybody was cheering me on,” 
said Collins, who still gets asked about the touchdown practically every day. “I’m 
so grateful the Wildcats fans support me. Without them I’m nothing. They’ve 
been behind me from when I started here and from that point on from now.”

As part of Spring Football weekend, Collins and Weems hosted the “Pros vs. 
Joes” on the Friday before the spring football game to raise money for Collins’ 
Jump Start Foundation, which works with single parents and youth and awards 
scholarships to students at Collins’ old high school in Cross City. Both served as 
honorary coaches at the football game the next day.

“I just want to give back the best way I can,” Collins said. “It’s all about trying to 
help the youth.”

As far as the basketball game, the Pros won: 102-89.

Jared Brown, a senior music education major who plays the tuba 
and saxophone, recently presented his senior recital as part of his 
graduation requirements. His band, the Jared Brown Band, has 
performed at many campus events including last month’s National 
Summit of the Black Males in Higher Education Think Tank. He will 
be playing a selection on his saxophone at the 2011 commencement 
ceremony. Brown’s experience as a musician includes three summer 
internships at 20th Century Fox in Los Angeles. From 2008-2010, he 
worked for music departments at Fox Film, Fox TV Promotions and 
Fox Sports. A native of Decatur, Ga., he is considering a variety of 
post-graduation options including returning home to teach middle 
school music, attending graduate school or pursuing a career in the 
music entertainment business. 

Dr. Bethune’s Former Home 
Completely Renovated

The former home 
of Dr. Mary 
McLeod Bethune 
has been restored 
and renovated to 
preserve its historic 
features. 

The renovations 
include her living 
area (top photo), 
which features 
a fireplace, her 
decorations – 
such as vases and 
artwork – and her 
lounge chair; her 
bedroom (center) 
displays some 
of her clothing, 
her bed that was 
completely restored 
and a photo of her 
parents; and her 
office (bottom)
showcases its 
original stained 
glass and textured 
glass windows, 
her wooden desk 
and her literary 
collection, which 
includes many 
signed books and 
first editions. 


